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What is claimed is: 

1 . A method, comprising: 

sending a first price of an item for sale from a processor to one or more clients 
over a network; 

receiving one or more orders for the iter^ at the first price from one or more of 
the clients; 

delivering the item to the clients that ordqred the item at the first price; 



10 



pricing the item at a second price with the 
orders at the first price; and 

sending the second price over the network 



processor based at least on the 



to at least one of the clients. 



2. The method of claim 1, wherein the itdm includes music. 




3. The method of claim 1, wherein the itdm includes text. 



15 

4. The method of claim 1, where the itemiincludes a video content. 



5. The method of claim 1, wherein the iteni includes a picture. 



20 6. The method of claim 1, wherein the item Includes software. 



7. The method of claim 1, wherein the item is\selected from a group 
consisting of goods and services. 
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8. The method of claim 1, 
second price based at least on quantity 



wheiiein said pricing includes determining the 
tlie^ders received for the item. 



9. The method of claim 1, whdrein said pricing includes: 
determining profit at the first pifice is at least equal to a best profit for previous 

price levels with the processor; and 

increasing the first price to the/ second price, wherein the second price is 
greater than the first price. 

10. The method of claiiJ 9, wherein said increasing includes setting the 
second price as a random percentage above the first price. 



11. The method of clmm 1, wherein said pricing includes: 



determining profit at the 
levels with the processor; and 

reducing the first price 
than the first price. 



: irst price is less than a best profit for previous price 



1o the second price, wherein the second price is less 



12. The method of c 
the first price and a best price i 
obtained. 



aim 11, wherein the second price is halfway between 
which the best profit for the previous price levels was 
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13. The method of claim 1, wherejin said pricing includes: 
determining profit at the first price is (less than a best profit for previous price 

levels with the processor; 

determining a difference between a bbst price at which the best profit for the 
previous price levels was obtained and the first price is less than a minimum limit; and 

setting the second price to a randomly adjusted price within a range about the 
best price. 

14. The method of claim 13, wherein the minimum limit is one-percent of 
the best price. 



lidmricing^ricl 



15. The method of claim 1, whereim saic^ricing^ificludes determining with 
the processor the second price based on time between orders. 

16. The method of claim 1, further (comprising receiving one or more 
second orders for the item at the second price. 

17. The method of claim 16, wherein said pricing includes determining the 
second price based on time between the one or more orders at the first price and the 
one or more second orders at the second price. 

18. The method of claim 17, wherein ^id pricing includes determining an 
average time between orders. 
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19. The method of claim 18, wh 



srein said pricing includes: 



determining the time between the o le or more orders at the first price and the 
one or more second orders at the second pr|ce is less than the average time between 
orders; and 

increasing the first price to the second price, wherein the second price is 
greater than the first price. 



20. The method of claim 18, wherein said pricing includes 



determining the time between the bne or more orders at the first price and the 
one or more second orders at the second price is greater than the average time between 
orders; and 

decreasing the first price to the s< cond price, wherein the second price is less 
than the first price. 

21. The method of claim 1, wherein the first price is an initial price. 



22. The method of claim 21 , 
from a supplier of the item over the net 




urther comprising receiving the initial price 
rk. 



23. The method of claim 21, further comprising setting the initial price 
with the processor based on historical datatfor the item. 
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24. The method of claim 1, further 
receiving a minimum price for the 
wherein said pricing includes setting 
minimum price for the item. 



comprising: 
tern from a supplier of the item; and 
the second price of the item to the 



25. The method of claim 1, further 
wherein the clients that ordered the 



and 



debiting at least the first price from 



processor. 



comprising: 
item at the first price include a first client; 



an account of the first client with the 



26. The method of claim 25, fuifther 
registering the first client; 
receiving one or more deposits frorji 
crediting the deposits to the accoun ; 
said debiting. 



27. The method of claim 26, 
receiving payment from the first client over 




the first client; and 

of the first client with the processor before 



wfterein said receiving the deposits includes 
the network. 



28. The method of claim 27, whprein said receiving the deposits includes 
receiving payment through a third party. 
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29. The method of claim 1, where in said delivering the item includes 
transmitting the item from the processor to t le clients that ordered the item at the first 
price over the network. 



30. The method of claim 1, wherqin 
transmitting the item from a content supplier 
ordered the item at the first price. 



in said delivering the item includes 
device for the item to the clients that 



3 1 . The method of claim 1 , furthe r comprising: 
wherein the clients that ordered the item at the first price include a first client; 
wherein the network includes an inst tutional network operated by an 

institution and the first client is operatively (foupled t</ the processor through the 
institutional network; 

identifying the first client as a member of the institution with the processor; 

and 

compensating the institution for thej order of the item at the first price from the 
first client. 

32. The method of claim 31, wherein the institution includes an educational 
institution. 

33. The method of claim 32, wherein said compensating includes funding a 
scholarship at the educational institution. 
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34. The method of claim 33, furtjher comprising registering the institution 
with the processor. 



3 5 . The method of claim 3 1 , furtjher 
receiving an identifier from the first 
wherein said identifying includes m^ 
with the institution. 



comprising: 
client; and 

tching the identifier from the first client 



36. The method of claim 35, whe rein the identifier includes an email 



address. 



37. The method of claim 35, wherein the identifier includes a network 
address. 

38. The method of claim 1, wherein the network includes the Internet. 

39. The method of claim 1, wherejn at least one of the clients include a 
personal computer. 



40. The method of claim 1, whereii\ said sending the first price includes 
encoding the first price into a web page. 
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client for the deposit with the processor; 
f the item from the account of the first client 



41. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
wherein the clients that ordered the item at the first price include a first client; 
registering the first client to ere ite an account for the first client with the 
processor; 

receiving a deposit from the firit client over the network; 
crediting the account of the first ■ 
debiting at least the first price c 
with the processor; 

wherein said pricing includes determining the second price based at least on 
profit from the orders at the first price; 

wherein said delivering the item includes transmitting the item from the 
processor to the first client over the network; 

wherein the network includes ail institution 
institution and the first client is operati\|ely couple 
institutional network; 

registering the institution with thfe processor; 

receiving an identifier from the fifst client, wherein the identifier includes an 
email address; 

identifying the first client as a merhber of the institution with the processor, 
wherein said identifying includes matching the identifier from the first client with the 




;ed by an 
bcessor through the 



institution; 
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compensating the institution fc r^the order of the item at the first price from the 
first client; and 

wherein the network further includes the Internet. 



42. The method of claim 1 



transporting the item to the client. 



wherein said delivering includes physically 




the ^ irst price from at 



43 . An apparatus, comprisi ng: 

means for sending a first price of an item to one or more clients over a 
network; 

means for receiving one or mote orders foj; 
least one of the clients over the network; 

means for delivering the item Aver the network to the clients that ordered the 
item at the first price in response to reieipt of the orders at the first price; 

means for pricing the item at a (second price based at least on the orders 
received at the first price; and 

means for sending the second pjice over the network to one or more of the 

clients. 



44. The apparatus of claim 4p, wherein said means for pricing the item 
includes: 

means for determining the Seconal price based at least on quantity of orders 
received for the item. 
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45. The apparatus of claim 43, wherein said means for pricing the item 
includes: 

means for determining the second price based at least on time between orders. 



46. The apparatus of claim 43 J further comprising: 

means for identifying one or more of the clients that ordered the item at the 



first price as members of an institution; 



means for rewarding the institution based on the orders received from the 
members. 



43 



47. The apparatus of claim 
means for receiving compensation 
first price. 



48. The apparatus of claim 
means for compensating a supp ler 



item. 



49. The apparatus of claim * 3 



50. The apparatus of claim 43 



nd 




, further co\ 
from the clients that ordered the item at the 



, further comprising: 
of the item for the orders received for the 



, wherein the item includes music. 



, further comprising the network. 
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# 



th a program executable by a computer, 



51. An apparatus, comprising: 

a computer readable device encoded 
said program being executable to send a first brice of an item for sale to one or more 
clients over a network, said program being further executable to receive one or more 
orders for the item at the first price from at least one of the clients, said program being 
further executable to price the item at a second price based on the orders received at 
the first price, said program being further executable to send the second price of the 
item to one or more of the clients over the network. 



52. The apparatus of claim 51, wherein said program being further 
executable to determine the second price bpsed at leasfbn quantity of orders received 
for the item. 



53. The apparatus of claim 51 
executable to determine the second price 



54. The apparatus of claim 5 1 
said program being further 

that ordered the item at the first price as 
said program being further 

the orders received from the members 



wherein said program being further 
based at least on time between orders. 



, wherein: 

executable to identify one or more of the clients 

members of an institution; and 
executable to compensate the institution based on 
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55. The apparatus of claim 51, wherein said program being further 
executable to receive payment from the clients mat ordered the item at the first price. 

56. The apparatus of claim 51, wherein said program being further 
executable to compensate a supplier of the itiem for the orders received for the item. 

57. The apparatus of claim 51, ^herein the item includes one or more 

songs. 




58. An apparatus, comprising: 
memory containing at least one item; 
a processor operatively coupled tp said memory and responsive to input over a 

network from one or more clients, said processor being operable to dynamically adjust 
pricing of the item, said processor being operable to deliver the item from memory to 
the clients that order the item at a dyna ideally adjusted price. 

59. The apparatus of claim|58, wherein said processor is operable to adjust 
the pricing of the item based at least o l demand for the item. 



60. The apparatus of claiir 
the pricing of the item by comparing 
levels. 



58, wherein said processor is operable to adjust 
>rofits generated by the item at different price 
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61. The apparatus of claim 60, wherein said processor is operable to 
increase the pricing of the item when profit at a current price for the item is at least 
greater than a previous best profit for the item. 

62. The apparatus of claim 61 , whe r ein said processor is operable to 
increase the pricing of the item when the profi at the current price is at least equal to 
the previous best profit for the item. I 

63. The apparatus of claim 62, wherein said processor is operable to 
increase the pricing of the item by a random/percentage above the current price. 

64. The apparatus of claim 63, wherein the random percentage is within a 
specified range. / I \ / 

65. The apparatus of claim 601 wherein said processor is operable to 
increase the pricing of the item by a random percentage above the current price. 

66. The apparatus of claim 65, wherein the random percentage is within a 
specified range. 

67. The apparatus of claim GO, wherein said processor is operable to 
decrease the pricing of the item when profit at a current price for the item is less than a 
previous best profit at a previous best pnice for the item. 
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68. The apparatus of claim 67, iwherein said processor is operable to 
decrease pricing of the item to halfway between the current price and the best price. 

69. The apparatus of claim oO, wherein said processor is operable to 
randomly adjust the pricing of the item around a best price at which a best profit for 
the item was previously obtained wh^fn there is a small price difference between the 
current price and the best price. 



70. The apparatus of claim 69, wherein said processor is operable to 
randomly adjust the pricing within/a specified range around the best price. 



71. The apparatus of cfaim 69, 
percent of the best price. 




all price difference is one- 



72. The apparatus o^ claim 58, wherein said processor is operable to adjust 
the pricing on a periodic basis. 

73. The apparatus cff claim 72, wherein said processor is operable to adjust 
the pricing at fixed intervals. 



74. The apparatusfof claim 72, wherein said processor is operable to adjust 
the pricing at variable intervals. 
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75. The apparatus of claim 72, 
the pricing of the item by comparing profits 
levels. 



wherein said processor is operable to adjust 
generated by the item at different price 



76. The apparatus of claim 58 wherein said processor is operable to adjust 
the pricing of the item based on time between purchases of the item. 



77. The apparatus of claim 76, wherein said processor is operable to 
increase the pricing of the item when the time between purchases decreases. 



78. The apparatus of claim [76, wherei 



decrease the pricing of the item when 



he time bei 




Ssor is operable to 
"purchases increases. 



79. The apparatus of clain l 58, further comprising: 
a supplier device operatively :oupled to said processor, wherein at least a 

portion of said memory containing the item is located on said supplier device; and 

wherein said processor is operable to facilitate peer to peer transfer of the item 
from said supplier device to the clients that order the item. 

80. The apparatus of clair i 58, further comprising a dynamic pricing 
system that incorporates said process )r. 
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81. The apparatus of claim 8(/, wherein said dynamic pricing system 
includes: 

one or more database servers including one or more databases that contain 
information about the item; 

one or more navigation serveri operatively coupled to said database servers; 

at least one connection server/operatively couple to said navigation servers, 
said connection server being operablje to direct requests from the clients to the 
navigation servers; and 

a load balancing server operfatively coupled to said connection server, said 
navigation servers and said databaj e servers, said load^balkncing server being operable 
to facilitate load balancing on said connection serv/r, said navigation servers and said 
database servers. 

82. The apparatus of claim 81, further comprising one or more file servers 
in which the item is stored, said fi|e servers being operatively coupled to said 
navigation servers and said database servers. 

83. The apparatus of cl.iim 82, wherein said file servers are incorporated 
into said dynamic pricing system. 
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84. The apparatus of claim 82, fi rther comprising: 
one or more supplier devices operatively coupled to said dynamic pricing 

system over the network; and 

wherein at least one of said file servers includes at least one of said supplier 
devices. 

85. The apparatus of claim 82, wljerein said file servers include: 
a home file server on which the item is stored; 

a second file server operatively coupled to said home file server; and 
wherein said home file server is operable to transfer a copy of the item to said 
second file server when demand for the item ik high, said home file server being 
operable to remove the copy of the item from ^aid secon^filo/server when demand for 
the item is low. 



onatfiia/server wne 



86. The apparatus of claim 82, wherein said file servers are organized by 
content type. 



87. The apparatus of claim 81, wherein: 

the information on said database servers includes the pricing of the item; and 
said database servers are operable to adjupt the pricing of the item by 
comparing profits generated by the item at different price levels. 
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88. The apparatus of claim 81, wherein: 

the information on said database servers includes the pricing of the item; and 
said database servers are operable tp adjust the pricing of the item based on 
time between purchases of the item. 

89. The apparatus of claim 58, wherein: 
said processor is operable to identify one or more of the clients that order the 

item as members of an institution; and 

said processor is operable to compensate the institution based on the orders 
received from the members. 



90. The apparatus of claim 58, 
file servers, said file servers including: 

a home file server on which the iteim 



wherein said memory includes a plurality of 



a second file server operatively ■ 
wherein said home file server is 




is stored; 

codpled to said home file server; and 
operable to transfer a copy of the item to said 
second file server when demand for the it^m is high, said home file server being 
operable to remove the copy of the item fijom said second file server when demand for 
the item is low. 
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91. The apparatus of claim 58, wherein: 



said processor is operable to receive 
network; and 

said processor is operable to compen 
the item. 



92. The apparatus of claim 58, further comprising the network. 



93. The apparatus of claim 92, u> 



he item from a content supplier over the 



sate the content supplier for purchases of 



herein the network includes the Internet. 



94. The apparatus of claim 58, further comprising the clients. 



95. The apparatus of claim 58, wherein the iteBainciudeSmedia content. 




96. The apparatus of claim 95, wherein the media content includes music. 



97. The apparatus of claim 58, further comprising: 
wherein said processor is operable to increase the pricing of the item when 

profit at a current price for the item is at least greater than a previous best profit for the 

item; 
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wherein said processor is [operable to increase the pricing of the item by a 
random percentage above the current price within a specified range when the profit at 



the current price is at least equa 
wherein said processor 

profit at the current price for thje 
wherein said processor 



to the best profit for the item; 
s operable to decrease the pricing of the item when the 
item is less than the best profit for the item; and 
is operable to randomly adjust the pricing of the item 



around a best price at which 



thb 



there is a small price differenc 



i between the current price and the best price. 



98. A method, comprising 
operating an institutior al 
wherein the institutional network 



supplies media content to the 

receiving compensatioh 
clients over the institutional m twork 



network operatively coupled to one or more clients, 
is operatively coupled to at least one server that 
clients over the institutional network; and 
for the media content supplied by the server to the 



best profit for the item was previously obtained when 



99. The method of blaim 98, further comprising supplying to the server an 
identifier that identifies the clibnts that are operatively coupled to the institutional 
network. 

100. The method of [claim 99, wherein the identifier includes at least a 
portion of an email address. 
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101. The method of claim < 9, wherein the identifier includes a network 
address. 

102. The method of claim S 8, further comprising designating a recipient of 
the compensation. 

103. The method of claim 1C 2, wherein the recipient includes a scholarship. 

104. The method of claim 98, wherein the media content includes music. 



, wherein the institutional network is operated 



105. The method of claim 9 
by an educational institution. 



106. The method of claim 105, further comprising: 

identifier that identifies the clients that are 




network, wherein the identifier includes at least 



supplying to the server an 
operatively coupled to the institutiona 
a portion of an email address; 

designating a recipient of the compensation, wherein the recipient includes a 
scholarship; and 

wherein the media content includes music. 
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said program being executable to k 



107. An apparatus, comprising: 

a computer readable device ^ncoded with a program executable by a computer, 

^ntify one or more clients that purchase an item 
over an institutional network as members of an institution that operates the 
institutional network, said program being further executable to reward the institution 
based on the purchases of the members. 



108. The apparatus of claim 107, wherein said program is further executable 
to reward the institution on a periodic ?asis. 



109. The apparatus of claim 107, wherein said program is further executable 
to send reward compensation to an account designated by the institution. 
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